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DIRECTIONS FOR DESTROYING CRAWFISHHES 


Prepared in the Division of Predator and Rodent Control 


ee Oe oe Oe ee 


FUMIGATING BURROWS WITH CARBON DISULFIDE 


A practicable method of destroying crawfishes is to fumigate the 
burrows with carbon disulfide. 


1. Drop 10 drops of carbon disulfide into the burrow. 
2. Close the entrance to the burrow. 


Care should be taken to drop the fumigant well into the open 
hole to prevent loose sand or dirt covering it when the entrance is closed, 


The burrows may be closed successfully by a sharp pressure of the heel, 
although in hard ground it may be necessary to use small pieces of sod, 


A medicine dropper or glass syringe is well adapted for applying 
the carbon disulfide; a small-necked, skailow bottle or can is useful 
for carrying a supply of the liquid. Using an engineer's pump oiler or 
long-nozzled oil can, with nozzle flattened to allow the liquid to drop 
slowly, is a convenient and faster method of application but is some— 
what wasteful of the chemical. 


Ten drops is sufficient for one burrow. Conserve the carbon disul- 
fide by careful measuring. One gallon will treat nearly 5,COO burrows. 


CAUTION: Carbon disulfide is highly inflammable and explosive. Do not 
smoke when using it or bring it near an open flame. 


TREATING BURROWS WITH COAL-TAR AND CREOSOTE DIP 


Treating each burrow with a commercial emvisified cattle dip made 
of coal tar and creosote has also proved practiceble in destroying craw- 
fishes. This product is safer to use than carbon disulfide and is less 
expensive, 
ay This leaflet supersedes Leaflet Bi-770, issxed in June 1924 by the 
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1. Prepare solution by mixing 1 part of the cattle dip with 150 
parts of water. 

2. Apply 1 to 2 ounces of the solution to each burrow. If the area 
to be treated contains only a few burrows or if the infestation is 
scattered, the liquid may be applied directly from a bottle or by means 
of an engineer's pump oiler or long—nozzled oil can; 


if the area is large and 
heavily infested, a compression sprayer may be used, 


3. To avoid missing burrows it is well to close with the heel the 
entrance to each one after treating it. 


A small pressure-tank sprayer with a capacity of 3 or 4 gallons 
that can be carried on the back of the operator is convenient for use on 


smaller areas or in clean-up work following extensive operations with a 
power sprayer. 


The best time for conducting control work is during the period when 
the crawfishes are most active and their burrows are well filled with 
water, which is usually from about March 1 until July 1. 


